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The sequence here is strange. It is correct Lhat, “Hahearishn

timment,” about the Crusades, should foilow after “Arzei ha-

l.eranon” about the Ten Martyrs. This is the proper sequence.

Hul immediately after this kinah for the harugei Ashhenaz

should hivve come the Einah of “Mi yitten roshi mayim,” the sec-
void kinelt about the Crusades, where Speyer, Worms, and °

Mayenee are mentioned by naine, and where the dates of their
thentruction are explicitly stated. Instead, we interrupt the story
ol the destruction of the Jewish communities in Germany and
nHeeject the story of the death of the son and daughter of Rabbi
Virhma'el In light of such immense catastrophes, why should
we teanenmber the story of an individual boy and girl who were
taken captive  d enslaved? Rabbi Akiva did not die in this
story, nor did Rabhi Ef‘azar ha-Gadol. We are meurning only for
& young boy and o young girl who died for the sanctification of
God’s name. Why?

We have just mourned and grieved for the destruction of a
state, a land, a Beir ha-Mikdash, that changed Jewish history
and Jewish destiny. We have Just mourned and grieved for the
massacre and martyrdom of the ten greatest leaders and sehol-
ars in Yaladut, the Hakhmer ha-Tulinined who wore responsible
for the transmission of the Torah she-be-al peh. We have Just
mourned and gricved for the deaths of thousands and tens of
theusands of people, of entire communities, of the largest and
sreatest communitios in the Middle Apes hoth spiritually and
numerically. Phese woere ol tremendous national catastrophes
and they have lingered on until this day. And now, suddenly, we
are rennded of wostory aboat, (e individuanls, o young boy and
Ayoung gl who suffered hecause of the fact that Jerusalem
Wik cotrnered Ape thoir degiln: g Hopot bt that, they should
be perpetuated along with the most catastrophic events in our

hstory? After all (he death of two individuals does not change
| PEETTETRY IS PO
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The answer is clear. We Jews have a different understand- |

ing._In Yafiada?, the suffering of an individual, even an
unknown individual, matters. We mourn for two individuals, a
yourg boy and 2 young girl, in the some manner as we monrg
ﬂmn Martyrs or for those who were killed during the

!

,Ct“l‘_(_iii We have a special kinah just for them, as if not two
people were involved but 2 hundred thousand. Who is supposed
to remember an individual boy and girl taken captive by some
slave-traders? We are. We do not forget the individual even in
the midst of national disaster and upheaval, even when we are
telling the story of the greatest of all the disasters in our histo-
ry, the hurban Beit ha-Mikdash. We mourn not only for the
Jews of Worms, not only for the Jews of Mayence, not only for
hurban Yerushalayim, not only for the Beit ha-Mikdash. We also

mourn fof two young individuals whose lives and deaths did not
change Jewish destiny, who did not play a major public role,
who were not leaders or scholars. Simply speaking, a young boy
and a young girl are as important to us as our greatest leaders.
Some peoples are so engrossed in national tragedy that they for-
get the individual. But Yahadut is different. It is very important

for us to remember the individual even during a time of nation-
al distress. This is typical of Yahadut and our approach to
tragedy. C

Finally, it is important for us to realize that this tragedy too
was a result of the Aurban. If not for the hurban, this boy and
girl would have been brought up by Rabbi Yishma‘el the High
Priest in luxury and opulence, and they would not have suf-
fered. Everything is a result of the hurban Beit ha-Mikdash. It
was responsible for many catastrophes, many disasters, and we
remember them all on Tish‘ah be-Av.
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